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VCBC Sermon Notes
April 29, 2012. 1st John Series.
1st John 1:3-11
ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS!

How would you feel if someone called you a HYPOCRITE!  This week, John invites us to meet three hypocrites! 

I. HYPOCRITE #1: Adoration without Action!
A. Verse 4: the man who says, I know him (God) but does not do what he commands is a liar and the truth is not in him. 

B. Remember Gnosticism was dualistic; John does not allow us to wander into some mystical false spirituality. Loving God is to be expressed in obedience.  John 14:15 and John 15:10 go together to teach us that. Jesus affirms that in Matthew 7:21-23. 

C. Obeying God is not a vague idea.  Rather it is a specific issue, one decision after another. 

D. What action does God call you to take if you say you love Him? 
II. HYPOCRITE #2: Confession without Imitation. 
A. Verse 6; whoever claims to live in him must also walk as Jesus did. 
B. The hypocrite is one who confesses to love Jesus, but whose life does not follow his. The goal of the Christian is not information but imitation and transformation! 

C. Romans 8:28-29 has 2 key truths which are often overlooked. 
i. It does not say that all things are good.  Rather things synergise for good. 

ii. We need to remember the end goal; the Telos, or Teleology. 

III. HYPOCRITE #3: Revelation without Compassion. 
A. ...anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 
B. One of Gnosticism’s key words was LIGHT.  Jesus says that light and darkness are not external, but internal.  Matthew 6:22-23. 
C. Here are 5 stages that lie between hate and active love. 
1.  Hate.

2. Apathy

3. “liking” someone. 

4. Sympathy

5. Compassion. 

D. Compassion is one of the strongest words ever used to describe the emotional life of Jesus and how he felt. What would it mean to live towards someone with sacrificial love? 

E. None of us want to be hypocrites!  We want to live like authentic Christians! 

IV. Reflection and Discussion
In this study, John is addressing an age-old problem.  It relates to those who say that they know God and have made a profession of faith, but there is no apparent evidence of that in their lives.  Sadly we must confess that this situation is still with us today.

1. What happens to the witness of a church when people live like hypocrites?

2. How should we address people who are living this kind of double standard of saying that they are Christians, but their lives do not reflect that?  Should we ignore them, or confront them?

3. What happens in our own spiritual lives when we do reflect the truth which we say we confess?

4. How might we go about changing a hurtful attitude we have towards someone?

