[image: image1.png]


VCBC Sermon Notes |Pastor Tom Cowan
May 13th, 2012. 1st John Series.
1st John 2:19-29
The Practical Purpose of Orthodoxy
None of us as parents or grandparents would ever want to go through the agony of having a child abducted.  But in 2:19 John talks about the pain of people leaving the community of the Church. Here are some of the things we must watch for in this regard: 

1. Childishness and immaturity.

2. Consumerism.
3. Shallowness.
4. Spiritual confusion and uncertainty.

5. The Church! 

Verses 20-29 are not easy to untangle.  A main theme that echoes in them is that of the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

I. KNOWING GOD AS FATHER IS THE KEY TO A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

A. God must be known as more than a higher power, or whomever you believe him to be.
B. At the very core of his ministry, Jesus presents God as Father.  He is not “to whom it may concern”; He is to be known as Father.
II. KNOWING CHRIST AS THE SON IS THE KEY TO HIS IDENTIY 
Gnostic teachers could not understand or accept Jesus as Fully God-Fully Man.  At the heart of every heresy and cult is a substandard understanding of who Jesus truly is.  
The Bible has three major confessions about who Jesus is:
· He is the Son of God.

· He is the Christ.

· He is Lord.
III. KNOWING GOD AS SPIRIT IS THE POWER FOR LIFE-TRANSFORMATION
A. Many churches either exaggerate or minimized the work of the Holy Spirit. What is the task of the Holy Spirit?
Simply – it is to continue the work and ministry of Jesus. 
See John 4:16-17, 16:7
B. There are 3 critical changes that he does in us.
1. A change in consciousness.

2. Conviction.

3. Move us to action.
C. Verse 28 is our final encouragement: “And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.
IV. Reflection & Discussion
1. Are there people you know who have left the church? What were their reasons for doing so?
2. How would you answer them about this decision?

3. Do you know people who would say that they believe in God, but have no personal relationship with him? How might you help them to come to know God as Father?

4. How important is the full person of Jesus and who He is to our faith?

5. What happens when churches or individuals either exaggerate or minimize the work of the Holy Spirit? What is his true role in our lives?
