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VCBC Sermon Notes |Pastor Tom Cowan
May 27th, 2012. 1st John Series.
1st John 3:1-10
Beware of Identity Theft!
We are told today about “identity theft” but we also need to protect our identity as a child of God.  John 1:12
I. WHEN YOU ARE FACING AN EMOTIONAL STRUGGLE, DON’T FORGET WHO YOU ARE – YOU ARE A LOVED CHILD OF GOD!
A. We are made in the image of God and so God is the one who truly accepts us. 1st John 3:1.  But there are times when we have to stand alone in some personal darkness, and we may wonder, am I still a child of God?
B. Perhaps in those dark days, a moment of gracious acceptance can overwhelm us and we know who we are.  This is the assurance of Romans 8:38-39.
II. WHEN YOU ARE FACING A MORAL CHALLENGE, ACT LIKE THE CHILD OF GOD YOU WILL BECOME
A. What makes us moral people?  For some people, morality –  
· Comes from guilt.

· For others, from fear.

· For others, from conscience.

· Then a sense of duty and responsibility.

· Teleology; we sow what we reap.

B. The Bible goes further and links holiness with hope; eschatology and ethics are tied together.  1st John 3:1-2.  Eschatology shapes ethics; hope shapes holiness.  We are to act like who we will become! We see this in the story of Joseph and his moral courage.  He stands before the audience of One!
III. WHEN YOU ARE FACING A SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE, BE THE CHILD OF GOD THAT YOU REALLY ARE
A. 1st John 3:8-10
John connects INCARNATION and IDENTITY.

B. Jesus came for a purpose, to undo the works of the devil.  We can change because Jesus has loosened the grip that Satan has on us.

C. A Christian is nothing less than someone who has been given a whole new identity.  John uses a daring metaphor to teach us that we have been born of the seed [sperma] of God (v.9). We have a new identity, a new DNA written within us. 
D. Our need is to nurture and feed this new seed of God imbedded in us; we feed this new nature.  That is why we are called to desire the sincere milk of the Word.
E. You are a child of God. Don’t let anyone steal your identity!
IV. Reflection & Discussion
1. Do you think we have a strong enough belief in our HOPE as Christians?
2. What are some of the ways in which HOPE should change and shape our lives today?
3. As you work through this passage, does John make it easier or harder for you to be a Christian?
4. Can you see one aspect of your Christian life which needs to be changed because you realize that God’s seed has been implanted in your life?
5. John says with confidence that God’s children and the devil’s children are obvious by their different lifestyles.  How does your lifestyle demonstrate without any doubt who your spiritual Father is?
