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VCBC Sermon Notes|Pastor Tom Cowan
June 17th, 2012. 1st John Series.
1st John 4:7-21 

(Pew Bible pg. 1131)
Becoming an Agapic Church
In a city like Vancouver, we know that church attendance is low.  What kind of church will transform the eternal destiny of thousands of people?  

People are not looking for slick programs or more activities. 

From his command in John 13:34-35, Jesus has given the city of Vancouver the authority to assess how we are doing as a church on the basis of how we love one another! 

GOD IS LOVE. 
Jesus knew that God’s love at work in him was the secret of his life. 

What would a truly AGAPIC church look like? 

I. AN AGAPIC CHURCH ALWAYS FINDS PRACTICAL WAYS TO LOVE

A. We love in words and also in deeds.  Love is a verb.  It is action. 

II. AN AGAPIC CHURCH REFUSES TO OPERATE FROM FEAR – RATHER IT BUILDS PEOPLE IN CONFIDENCE 

A. At least 2 things kill love. 
1. Criticism.
2. Competition.
B. Community allows people to fail and helps them to succeed the next time.  Love cleans up the mess. 

III. AN AGAPIC CHURCH ALWAYS TAKES THE INITIATIVE TO LOVE

A. We love ... because He first loved us. 

B. Agape love is willing to take the risk of making the first move. This morning, the Spirit of God is willing and able to start a small ripple in our relationships that could grow to become a spiritual TSUNAMI.  It could be the start of a revolution.

C. In Revelation 2, Jesus warns the church in Ephesus that they were strong on doctrine; busy in ministry and activity, but they had forgotten their first love! 

D. We must not fail at what is the ultimate apologetic! 

E. Think about this, God may not be willing to trust new baby Christians into a church where people are not loving, and where the atmosphere may be toxic!  He only trusts his new babies where there is a spirit of love, where acceptance has replaced criticism, and forgiveness has replaced unresolved anger. 

F. Everything we need to know as a church is contained within the embryo of that simple statement – God is love – and from that – we are commanded to love one another. 

G. This is how we become an agapic church! 
II. REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
1. So ... there really are no other questions.  Where do you go from here? 
