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VCBC Sermon Notes|Pastor Tom Cowan
Nov 18, 2012. Ten Commandment Series
Exodus 20:15 

(pew Bible pg. 71)
Is Honesty Still the Best Policy?
The order and harmony of society is held together by a very flimsy thread – the thread of honesty and trust.  But today it can easily be eroded by: 
The Ethics of Consensus
The Ethics of Pragmatism
The Ethics of Selfishness.

What is Stealing:  here are 3 ways to define stealing. 

1. _______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

3. _______________________________________

Character: 
It is the courage to develop and practice our internal moral agenda apart from the pressure of other people’s opinions, expectations and also external circumstances. 
A. WHEN WE ARE HONEST – WE ARE INVESTING IN OURSELVES; WHEN WE STEAL – WE ARE ROBBING OURSELVES. 

There are 2 crucial ideas. 

1.

2.

Together these create ___________________________________

We need to understand the difference between: 

VALUES – PRINCIPLES – TRUTH.

B. WHEN WE ARE HONEST – WE ARE INVESTING IN COMMUNITY: WHEN WE STEAL WE ARE ROBBING FROM THE COMMUNITY. 

See Ephesians 4:28. 

3 steps bring a change in lifestyle:
1.
REMORSE
2.
REPENTANCE
3.
RESTITUTION

C. WHEN WE ARE HONEST – WE ARE INVESTING IN THE BEAUITY OF GOD: WHEN WE STEAL WE ARE ROBBING GOD OF HIS CREDIBILITY. 
We find this truth in Titus 2:9-10. 

We have the opportunity to add to the beauty of God – or to make Him look ugly! 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
If you had been downtown at the time of the Stanley Cup riots, how do you think you would have responded?  How would you have acted? 

How do you respond to the 3 kinds of ethics Pastor Tom outlined?

How do you develop your internal moral agenda?  In what kinds of situations is it put to the test? 

What is the most common ethical issue you face everyday?  How do you respond to it? 

Discuss the 2 crucial ideas that Pastor Tom outlined.  Together what do they create?   

