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VCBC Sermon Notes|Pastor Tom Cowan
Dec 2, 2012. Ten Commandment Series
Exodus 20:17
(pew Bible pg. 71)
The Seduction of Materialism
When the city of Ai was not captured, Joshua needed to find out why.   His answer lay in the greed of a man called Achan, who stole what was not his.  So as Jesus told the story of a man who tore down barns to build bigger barns, we come to the final word from God ... Do not covet! 
This speaks to our contemporary culture which seems driven to possess.  As we come to Christmas, this drive is almost out of control.   Edith Schaeffer calls coveting – the inside of the cup. 

Here are 4 things it does:

#1 – IT CHOKES OUT THE LIFE-CHANGING INFLUENCE OF THE WORD OF GOD. 

See Mark 4:19, the parable of the sower. 

#2 – IT PUTS US IN SPIRITUAL PERIL. 

1ST Timothy 6:9-10. 

#3 – IT LEADS TO CONFLICT BETWEEN PEOPLE. 

James 4:1-3. 

#4 – IT STIFLES AND SUFFOCATES THE LOVE OF GOD IS US. 

1ST John 2:15-16. 

If smoking is dangerous to our bodies, coveting is even more deadly to our souls! 

The Bible has an antidote to this disease.  It is called CONTENTMENT.   See Phil 4:11-12, and 1st Timothy 6:6-8. 

What might contentment look like in our lives? 

A. I WILL BE CONTENT WITH WHO I AM – THIS WILL ALLOW ME TO DEVELOP WHO GOD MADE ME TO BE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT. 
As we accept who God made us to be, so we can grow from there. 

B. I WILL BE CONTENT WITH WHAT I DO – THAT WILL ENABLE ME TO ENJOY WHAT I DO TO THE FULLEST.
There are no perfect jobs!  But Colossians 3 encourages us to work from our souls. 
C. I WILL BE CONTENT WITH WHAT I HAVE – THAT WILL ALLOW ME TO SHARE WHAT I HAVE TO THE FULLEST.

The fruit of contentment is gratitude, and the fruit of gratitude is generosity. 

Our culture is really out of step with reality.  We need to get in step with God! 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
Do you have a personal experience in which you have seen money and materialism destroy someone or damage a relationship?  

How does our culture reject and snub the Bible’s understanding of contentment? 

How do you feel the pressure of consumerism in your life? 

What steps might you have to take this Christmas season to say “NO” to our out-of-control culture and move towards contentment?  

What would your life look like if you were content? 

