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Praying for the Kingdom
PRAYING FOR THE KINGDOM

What would you say the central message of Jesus was? 

If we read carefully, we would have to see that his principle message was about the Kingdom of God.  This central message is echoed as we continue to read through the New Testament. 

The Kingdom of God is the fusion of three main things. 

1. __________________________________

2. __________________________________

3. __________________________________

Some years ago this cohesive understanding of the Kingdom began to disintegrate.  Hopefully it is coming back together again. 

The Kingdom of God is the reign and rule of God in our lives and over His people.  It is both ...
present and future:
earthy and heavenly:
Hidden and visible:
Physical and Spiritual. 
The message and ministry of the Church is about the kingdom.

Jesus teaches us how NOT to pray.  Then he begins to teach us how to pray. 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed (or holy) be your name:
your kingdom come.
Your will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 

At the heart of the kingdom is the issue of POWER!  
PREREQUISITE #1:
We prepare for the kingdom to come when we move from an attitude of democracy to a mindset of theocracy. 

PREREQUISITE #2:
We prepare for the kingdom to come in us as we move from an attitude of self-centredness to a  mindset of servanthood. 

PREREQUISITE #3:
We prepare for the kingdom to come in us as we move from an attitude of rights to a mindset of responsibility. 
REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· Before you heard this message, how would you have said that the central message of Jesus was? 

· Using a Bible concordance and track as many references as you can to “the kingdom of God”.  How many did you find?  What does this say to you?

· You probably have said The Lord’s Prayer many times.  Have you thought about the phrase “your kingdom come...”   What does that mean to you now? 

· What might it mean for VCBC to think and act like a Christocracy rather than a democracy?  Do you think we understand that?  How would this change business meetings? 

· How should the kingdom change how we think and act? 
