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Kingdom Priorities
In addition to NATURE and NURTURE, we need to add the dimension of CHOICE in the area of moral behaviour.  The essence of being able to choose is what makes us human. 

Today we need to define a kingdom choice
 A kingdom choice or a kingdom priority means choosing a relationship or an attitude or an action which is aligned with the character and with the will and also the purpose of God – and putting that choice first – and then trusting God with the outcome.  

1. KINGDOM CHOICES ARE BASED IN PRINCIPLES, NOT ON PRAGMATICS.
There are pragmatics – and then there is PRAGMATISM.  The kingdom means that there are principles that do not change. This can be illustrated for us in the story of Joseph in Genesis 39 when Potiphar’s invites him to come to bed with her – and he says NO! 
Immanuel Kant told us that the means are just as important as the end; It was Machiavelli who taught the opposite – the end justifies the means. 
2. WHEN WE MAKE A KINGDOM CHOICE – WE ALLOW GOD TO GIVE US MORE THAN WE ASK. 
Are our prayers aligned with Kingdom priorities?  We can see this in               2 Chronicles 1 as Solomon prays. He received what he asked for – and much more! 
3. WHEN WE MAKE A KINGDOM CHOICE – WE ALLOW GOD TO MEET OUR NEEDS THROUGH HIS FAITHFULNESS. 
Worry is never far from us.  It is so easy to put our own needs first. 

Draw the diagram that Pastor Tom will develop to illustrate the history and context of a small book called Haggai. 

That will help you to understand the teaching in Haggai 1:2-11. 

Here are 4 levels of support we are responsible for.  As you note them, also note the verses that support their truth. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Paul sums it all up with this great truth in Philippians 4. 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· What is the difference between pragmatism and principle?  How do you see this at work today? 

· What is the difference between what Kant and Machiavelli taught about ends and means?  Do you think many people understand the difference? 

· Can you describe a time or occasion when you made a difficult kingdom choice?  What was it? How did it turn out? 

· Where is our greatest temptation today to make pragmatic choices? 
