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Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 
(pew Bible pp. 901-902)
Kingdom Secrets
Was there a time in your spiritual life when you were more excited than you are now?  Why is that?  What happened?  Would you like to restore that passion? 

Jesus was a master communicator, and he used pictures from daily life to illustrate spiritual truth.  We call these parables.  Parables speak to different people in different ways. 

What we learn is that:
Parables are not allegories.
Parables teach ONE spiritual truth. 

In Matthew 13 we find what we call the Parable of the Sower.   The main lesson in this parable is about __________________.  It is more than just how we receive the initial word of the Gospel.  It is also about how we receive the word of the Kingdom!  

I am somewhere in this midst of this parable right now – and so are you! 

1. THE CLOSED MIND DENIES THE POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE. 
There are people like that.
There are Christians like that.
There are Churches like that. 

A closed mind is the enemy of the Spirit. 
2. THE SHALLOW HEART LACKS STAMINA.
See Matthew 13: 20-21. 

Here Jesus suggests 2 things that impact our lives and take us away from the kingdom. 

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

Starting is easy.  Finishing is hard work.  One of the most important qualities we can develop is PERSEVERANCE.  See Hebrews 12. 
3. THE OVERCROWDED LIFE LACKS IMPACT. 
When our lives are fragmented and too busy, they usually lack impact. 
4. THE RECEPTIVE LIFE IS PRODUCTIVE.
You can start to change the soil of your life.  The work of grace in us reverses the damage and the hardness that modern life causes.  Love digs out the weeds.  Hope breaks us the hard places within us.  

How might God want to change your life right now?

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· Read the parable of the Sower in Matthew 13.  In verse 3-9, Jesus tells the story and then in verse 18-23, Jesus tells us what this parable means. 

· Remembering that each parable has ONE key message, how would you describe the key message of this parable? 

· Which one of the four types of soil most describes your life right now?  Why is that?  In what way would you like to see your life change? 

· How do you think this could happen? 

· Which of these four types of soil most describe VCBC at this moment?  Why is that?  How do you think this could change?    How might this happen? 

