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I often work and plan about 3-4 months ahead of the church, one of the advantages of this is of this approach is that I have things laid out well ahead of time and I think I know where I am going. One of the disadvantages of this approach is that I have things laid out well ahead of time and I think I know where I am going, and sometimes as I get closer to a particular Sunday, I see things that I should have included, or I want to go in a different direction.  This does not happen often, but it does happen and this week was a great example of that. 

So I have learned that when this happens, I need to be able to flex, to bend with an idea, and take it beyond my original thoughts or idea that I had about how the kingdom of God works.  

The main idea, the primary thought for us to grasp this morning is that when the Kingdom of God is at work, it works in ways that cut across our normal human thinking, the usual way we think that things are done, and have to be done.  Kingdom activity cuts across the grain of normally accepted wisdom. It asks us to suspend the status quo, how we always think about things, in this way the kingdom calls for us to think differently.   

We will call these KINGDOM CONTRADICTIONS. 

Life in the Spirit has contradictions, we read, the first shall be last and the last shall be first.  We cannot really explain that to anyone, but we know that there is truth at the heart of that.  Then Jesus says ‘if you try to hang on to your life and preserve it, you will actually lose it.  If you lose your life for my sake and the sake of the gospel, you will find it, you will really discover what life is all about.’
KINGDOM CONTRADICTION #1

THE WEALTH OF THE KINGDOM IS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE POOR IN SPIRIT. 

Several years ago, I saw in a newspaper a list of richest people in the world.  At the top as you might expect, Bill Gates, 56 billion

· #2 –Warren Buffet, investment guru, 52 billion

· In #4 –the man and family who founded and built Ikea, 33 billion.  His name is Ingvar Kamprad. 

· British Columbia’s Jimmy Pattison, he was down at #230th place with only 3.8 billion, I thought, Oh poor Jimmy!
Surely we might think, God would give the wealth and the power of the kingdom will be given to those who are already wealthy. Those with great skill and ability, we might think, God will call the wealthy, the famous, the celebrities of our society, those who win the Oscars (tonight!), who get their names lights. Those who have political superiority, surely God will work with those kinds of people; they already have it all together.  Imagine if he got hold of a Donald Trump, what he could accomplish. 

Then on a grassy hillside one day, as Jesus begins what we call the Sermon on the Mount, he contradicts that kind of thinking in his day and in ours. 

Matthew 5:3

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Poor in spirit, what does this mean? 

Greek has two words for poor: 

1 – word for someone who works for a living, you go to work to get paid, buy what you need to eat and pay your bills and then you do it all over again.  Sound familiar!  That’s us!  In other words, people who are not independently wealthy. 

2 – word that = destitute, you have nothing.  Down and out – That is the word used here.  

Same word used to describe Jesus when he says ‘he was rich, but became poor, he became down and out, so that we through his poverty, through his down and outness, might become rich and know the wealth of God.’ 

What does Jesus mean by poor in spirit?  It takes us beyond finances. 

Poor, originally meant financially poor, no money, and then this meant that being poor, you had no influence; you could not exert any influence or power because of your lack of wealth or position. 

Then there is a transition to meaning, in this condition, you can be taken advantage of by those who are rich and powerful,we might use the word ‘vulnerable’.  So what do you do? You throw yourself on the only person left, God. 

Only when we come to face and realize our own helplessness, when we accept our utter inability to cope with life on our own, our money, our fame.  Nothing can help us, and we place our dependence on God. 

The kingdom of God is not automatically given to the wealthy, or to the rich and famous, to the powerful, to the strong.  It is given to those who have realized and accepted their utter helplessness without God, and have learned to trust and obey. 

Obedience is always based on trust. 

Old hymn – Nothing in my hand I bring – simply to thy cross I cling. 

The wealth and the power of the kingdom is entrusted to those who have found God, and put their trust in all He is.  That is a kingdom contradiction. 

KINGDOM CONTRADICTION #2:

HOWEVER YOU DISCOVER THE KINGDOM – YOU HAVE TO SURRENDER EVERYTHING FOR IT. 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

These two stories start as opposites, they start as two contrary ways of approaching life, but they end up at the same point and the same place. 
There are some people who are just wandering through life, they are not on any kind of search or pilgrimage, they are not trying to save the whales, or trees, they have not thought about global warming, they are just bopping along, and suddenly they stumble across something, like they had just found treasure in a field.  Remember, there were no banks in these days, when you were perhaps going on a trip, you did one of two things with your money, either you left it with a friend whom you hoped you could trust, or you buried it for when you returned. 

This person finds the treasure that someone has hidden in a field, buried for some future time. 

Now, some people reading this story – have got all concerned and bent out of shape about the moral issue of buying the field without disclosing what he had discovered buried in the field – Not the point. Some others have got all concerned, if he sells all he has, how does he buy groceries and live.  Not the point. 

This is a parable, parables have one key point, and you do not have to spiritualize every morsel in the story. 

The point is, he finds something so valuable, so important that he sells all he has and buys the field. 

Now we start with a different person, someone at the opposite end of looking at life. The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value ---

This is a person on a mission.  Perhaps he has heard of this one unique pearl, a priceless gem, he has gone from market place to market place, always searching, never satisfied. 

I think we know that there are people today who are on a mission, they are like the Magi in the Christmas story, they are following a star, they are asking the big questions of themselves:
1 – Who am I 

2 – Why am I here?

3 – What is the purpose of my life. 

They toss and turn seeking answers to these core questions. 

In his book “When All You’ve Ever Wanted Isn’t Enough”, Rabbi Kushner writes: 

“Our souls are not hungry for fame, comfort, wealth or power. These rewards create as many problems as they solve. Our souls are hungry for meaning, for the sense that we have figured out how to live so that our lives matter, so that the world will at least be a little different for our having passed through it.” 

Matthew Arnold – The Buried Life

But often, in the world’s most crowded streets, 

But often, in the din of strife, 

There rises an unspeakable desire 

After the knowledge of our buried life

A thirst to spend our fire and restless force

In tracking out our true original course;

A longing to inquire

Into the mystery of this heart which beats

So wild, so deep in us – to know

Whence our lives come and where they go. 

So these two people are opposites, one is just walking through life, not thinking about very much, the other is on an intense personal search for meaning and purpose. 

Although coming from different directions , their stories intersect at the same place, the two people sell everything they have. 

Which kind of person best describes you? Just kind of bopping along in life, don’t get too worked up about stuff, never thought much about these really big issues, or, are you on the same trail as the Magi, following a star. 

The kingdom, which is the reign and the rule of God, does not say, “give me a little piece of your life and I will be happy”. It does not say, “give me a little corner of your time or your money and I will be satisfied”. Discovering the kingdom, no matter which direction we may come from, whether we stumble upon it or whether we search for it in our life pilgrimage, it asks that we sell all we have to gain it; it asks that we give all that we are, to know it. 

What is really important is what you do when you find the treasure of the kingdom There is really only one choice, only one thing to do, it is to give all that we are to know it fully. 

This treasure in the field, this pearl of great price is really a person, his name is Jesus. 
KINGDOM CONTRADICTION #3:
GREATNESS IN THE KINGDOM COMES THROUGH HUMILITY.

Matthew 18
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

In one way or another we all want to get ahead, we want to move ahead in our career, better position, better salary and more responsibilities.  For many years I have been intrigued by the fact that during their time in ministry, pastors seldom go to smaller churches, it always seems that they are promoted to larger churches.  I wonder why that is! 

But the issue is more than what our title is, or the size of our office or whatever, the issue is an issue of what is going on in our heart.  

As always, our example comes from Jesus, a passage you should memorize. 

Philippians 2:

Have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!
Being in the very nature God = being equal to God in his inner being – morphe. 

Did not hold on to that, did not grasp that tightly, did not try to hold on to that, but he humbled himself.
Think of the time Jesus took of his robe, took a basin of cold refreshing water and washed feet. 

But even more than that, he became humble and obedient to death, even death on a cross. 

If this was the end of the story, it would still be amazing that someone could die in this way for us. 

Imagine a moment of silence, what will happen in these 3 days in the tomb as light fights with darkness, truth tussles with error ,then the music starts again. 

9 Therefore God – notice who starts the response – it is God – God [hyper-] exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

God is the one who raised him up. God exalted him. God lifted him up. 

Jesus trusted his future into the hands of his father; he trusted his humiliation would not be the last word. 

He let God step into the situation; he did not have to do that. He trusted the outcome to god. 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

Notice, so that in due time, when the time is right, usually not right away, but sometime later, who does the raising up, who does the lifting up, who gives the rewards in his time, God does! 

I am not saying there is anything wrong with getting ahead in our job, but the kingdom is an issue in our heart. 
It is in the arena of the heart that we try to get ahead of other people; it is in the arena of the heart that we push ourselves to the head of the line; it is in the heart that we think we are better than other people and feel we can outdo them. 

Philippians begins, let this kind of thinking be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, so it is the area of the heart that we can step back and see what we can do to serve other people, it is in the area of our heart that we do not demand our own way, or have to be first, but can take the posture of helping other people.  

Before we can take off our robe and wash feet, we have to disrobe our own sense of importance or superiority in our heart. If we do not do that, we will resist the idea of helping others, but when we strip off the need to be first, or the need to get ahead in our heart, and then the action of helping is easy. Humility has to begin inside us. 

One very practical application, close to home. 

Ephesians 5 -- but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 

4 present participles that describe what this will look like (notice – not about speaking in tongues)

Speaking ---
Singing and making melody
giving thanks for all things
Submitting to one another 

Then it get specific and moves it into marriage:
Wives – that means to your husbands

And

Husbands love your wives in the same way and manner that Christ loved the church = submitting and seeking her good above his own. 

The most intimate place we are called to practice humility towards each other is in the intimacy of marriage.  The place we are called to practice this attitude of Christ is towards each other in marriage. 

We cannot demonstrate kingdom humility in the church to one another if we do not show it authentically to our spouse. We are called to serve each other in marriage before we serve in any other capacity in the church. 

One marriage service, groom washed his bride’s feet as a symbol of his servant love for her. 

So the meaning of the kingdom is not some supplement to a successful life, making it somehow more successful.  The coming of the kingdom cuts across the way we usually think about life, it is a paradigm shift; it turns the way we think upside down. 

Final contradiction belongs to the words of Jesus 

23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”

26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
So the final question is, have you discovered the kingdom of God in your life Have you found this treasure in the field – this precious pearl?

And if so, have you laid down all that you are and all that you have to hold its value in your hand? 
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