[image: image1.wmf]VCBC Sermon Notes|Pastor Tom Cowan
Mar 3, 2013. Kingdom Series
Matthew 13:44-47
(pew Bible pp. 902-903)
Kingdom Contradictions
Life in the Spirit has contradictions – some things that just do not seem to make sense.  For example when Jesus says:
- The first shall be last and the last shall be first;
- lose your life for my sake ... and you will find it. 

These are what we will call KINGDOM CONTRADICTIONS. 

1. KINGDOM CONTRADICTION #1:
THE WEALTH OF THE KINGDOM IS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO ARE POOR IN SPIRIT. 

We might assume that Jesus would want the rich and the famous for the kingdom; after all, they could get so much done!  But instead he says, ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is kingdom of heaven.’

There are 2 words for poor.

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

What does Jesus mean by poor in spirit? 

2. KINGDOM CONTRADICTION #2:
WHEN YOU DISCOVER THE KINGDOM – YOU HAVE TO SURRENDER EVERYTHING FOR IT. 

We read two different approaches to life in Matthew 13:44-45. Some people are just meandering through life; others are on a search. They are on a mission. But their stories intersect.  When they discover something that is valuable, they are willing to give all that they have to gain it.  

3. KINGDOM CONTRADICTION #3:
GREATNESS IN THE KINGDOME COMES THROUGH HUMILITY. 

Jesus says that those who are like little children are the greatest in the kingdom.  Matthew 18:1-4. 

In one way or another, we all want to get ahead.  Then we read Philippians 2:5 -11.  Notice in verse 9 that it was God who exalted him to the highest place. 1st Peter 5:6 says to us: “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that in due time, He may exalt you.”

This attitude of humility needs to start in family relationships before it can start in the church.  

Ephesians 5 says to us – be filled with the Spirit.  
Then there are 4 present participles telling us what this looks like.
1.
Speaking....
2.
Singing and making melody...
3.
Giving thanks for all things...
4.
Submitting to one another.
Then this is applied to marriages! 
REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· In the story of the 2 people in Matthew 13:44 – which best describes your attitude to life? 

· Is there anything wrong with trying to get ahead in our jobs and personal situations?  If so, what is that? 

· How has the truth of the kingdom created a paradigm shift for you in your life?

· Is there a kingdom truth (contradiction) that has been hard for you to accept?  What is that – and why?  

