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Mar 17, 2013. Kingdom Series
Matthew 25:1-25
 (pew Bible pp. 915-916)
When the King Comes…
This is our final message in this Kingdom series.  The Kingdom is the primary message of Jesus.  “Your Kingdom Come...” is the crux of the prayer of Jesus.  See also Matthew 6: 33, Acts 1: 3, Acts 28:30-31. 

We need 2 words today. 

WORLDVIEW = not just what we see but how we see things. 
ESCHATOLOGY = all the teachings in the Bible about the return of Jesus. 

These two words give us 4 ways to live. 

1. No worldview – No eschatology.

2. Worldview – No eschatology.

3. Eschatology – no worldview.

4. Eschatology that shapes our worldview. 

1. THE REALITY OF THE COMING KINGDOM IS TO STIMULATE HOPE RATHER THAN DESPAIR. 

The first thing Satan steals from us is hope!  When faced with all kinds of struggles, we need to read Romans 1:4 to recover hope. 

Hope also has a moral force.  See 1st John 3:1-3. 

The word “hope” does not appear in the Book of Revelation!  

Why might that be? 

The Kingdom is an invitation to hope.  See Matthew 22. 

2. THE REALITY OF THE COMING KINGDOM STIMULATES CREATIVITY RATHER THAN MAINTENANCE. 

Another kingdom parable that leans into the future is Matthew 25; we call it the parable of the talents. 

We are often like the man in verse 25 who says, “I was afraid...so I did nothing.”
3. THE REALITY OF THE COMING KINGDOM IS TO STIMULATE SERVICE RATHER THAN SELFISHNESS. 

This comes to us in Matthew 25. Jesus is not saying that our acts of service make us Christians; rather being in love with Jesus moves us to acts of service. 

The most powerful truth is our daily lives if what we believe about the future.  We are joining our lives with the most powerful force when we cry out – Your Kingdom comes! 
REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· Reflect on the 4 different viewpoints that worldview and eschatology gives us.  Describe the affects of each one. 

· Have you ever lost hope?  What caused that?  How did you recover hope?  What would you say to someone who told you that they had lost hope?  

· When did you feel like that man who buried his treasure in the ground?  What would help you to risk for the same of the kingdom?  What might this risk be? 

· What do you know about the return of Jesus in power and in glory?  How does this change your life today?  

