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Thank you for your careful listening over these past weeks to the message of the kingdom, we have left much behind but I believe that the kingdom is the primary message of Jesus, I trust that it has challenged and encouraged you. 

This message of the kingdom is the crux of Jesus prayer, may your kingdom come, may your will be done on earth as it is done on heaven, the kingdom is not a place, it is the reign and rule of God, it starts now, to be completed in the days to come.  It is both present and future. 

Jesus says to us, seek first the kingdom and all these things (food, clothing, etc) will be added to you. 

Jesus described the kingdom in a series of down-to-earth stories called parables, how it works.  

The message of the kingdom is in the story of the resurrection.  

Acts 1:3 –

3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
It closes the Book of Acts:
30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. 31 He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ, with all boldness and without hindrance!
In this final study, we lean towards the challenge and hope of the kingdom which is still to come.  As Jesus moves towards the cross, he knows that his earthly life is coming to an end, the future is moving closer, the end is coming, he must speed up and finish the message of the kingdom.  

Two words you need today. 

WORLDVIEW – it is not just what we see, it is how we see things, it is the criteria we use to make our decisions, each of us have a worldview, some conscious, some shaped by what we see and think.  Hopefully we have a Christian worldview, one shaped by the thoughts and ideas of God. 

ESCHATOLOGY – this is all the teaching related to the return of Jesus.  It refers to all the future events that still have to take place.  It is our belief in a returning and reigning king.  John 14 – in my father’s house ---- that’s eschatology. 

The message of the kingdom is called inaugurated eschatology, which means the future is inaugurated or started now. 

1st John 3:14 – 

14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other.
Notice it does not say, will pass from death to life, it says, have passed, the future is starting now, and eternity has already begun. 

These 2 words and ideas give us 4 ways to think about how we live. 

1 – NO WORLDVIEW – NO ESCHATOLOGY. 

The lens they look through has no eternal hope, they expend our energy just getting through today.  

EXISTENTIALISM – eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. 

SOLIPISISM – reality is whatever we perceive it to be. We make our own heaven and hell here on earth.
The only hope some people have is in winning the lottery. 

2 – SOME PEOPLE HAVE A WORLDVIEW WITH NO ESCHATOLOGY. 

Here we have to save the planet, save trees, save whales, work for social justice, all our effort to make the world a better place for coming generations. 

The whole issue of the environment is worrying some people, will there be a future for the planet. 

3 – SOME HAVE AN ESCHATOLOGY WITH NO WORLDVIEW. 

In this, for some Christians there is a denial of involvement with the issues in the world, issues of social justice, environment, we are simply waiting to get out of here. 

One particular aspect of that popular in the recent LEFT BEHIND series – sees Christians taken out of the earth and others left behind, so the easy attitude for some is, why bother, it creates an attitude of retreat and withdrawal for the present issues of social need and social justice. 

Old gospel song – this world is not my home I’m just a-passing through….

4 – WE NEED AN ESCHATOLOGY THAT SHAPES OUR WORLDVIEW. 

We need a strong grasp of the hope of the future that shapes how we live today.  This is the force of the kingdom.  We have a hope in a returning and reigning king, we are called to live in the present in the light of the kingdom which is to come. 

This is the in-breaking of the kingdom into the present. 

We usually think, the decisions we make today will make and shape our future. And to a large extent that is true.  But the kingdom also teaches that in reverse.  It teaches us that things and all of life can be different today because of what we believe about tomorrow and what is to come in the future coming kingdom. 

As Jesus moves towards Palm Sunday, which is next week, his intensity seems to change, he feels the cross coming towards him, perhaps time is running out,  he seems to sense a new urgency to finish his message, to make sure his disciples understand the urgency of his message, in my father’s house are many mansions, I go to prepare a place for you…

So he has told stories about the kingdom being like a man sowing in a field, finding a treasure or a pearl, being like mustard seed, now it becomes stronger, more intense, he uses 5 major parables of this coming kingdom, he moves from the kingdom being a present reality to a future reality, and the impact/difference that will make on our lives today. 

There is a dimension of the kingdom which is still to come, and on the basis of that, we are called to examine and change our lives today.  This is eschatology which changes and shapes our worldview. 

THE REALITY OF THE COMING KINGDOM IS TO STIMULATE HOPE RATHER THAN DESPAIR.

In Dante’s inferno, the inscription above the door to Satan’s kingdom reads,  abandon hope all ye who enter here. 

This is because the first and most powerful thing Satan can take from us is HOPE.  When we lose hope, we lose energy, passion, drive, initiative; to lose hope is to take the first step of the ladder in our descent into hell.

Harriet often sees people who live on the streets, looks into their eyes and says they have lost hope. 

But the revolutionary nature of HOPE in the New Testament in the returning and reigning King is the power to change how ordinary people live their lives today. 

Life can throw all kinds of things at us,  issues of health, money, family struggles, we wonder how we can go on, then we need to hold on to this truth in Romans 15

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.

Cross references:

A. Romans 15:4 : S Ro 4:23, 24
In over 44 years as a pastor, have lost count of the number of times I have stood at a graveside, I have buried my father,  my mother,  daughter-in-law – my best friend – 5 babies – 2 young people who committed suicide, I have stood with countless families in tears, we have looked into that dark slit in the earth, and I understand what Paul means when he says, we grieve, it is normal to grieve, but he says, we do not grieve like those who have no hope. 

Hope changes today. 

1st John 3

1See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Hope is to have a moral impact, people who have lilts hope and who live is despair often have lost their moral moorings, there is little point in ethics, their moral compass does not work anymore.  

Thessalonians – hope is the anchor of the soul. 

Word HOPE does not appear in Revelation.  We think it should be but it does not, why, Jesus is now fully there, fully present, we do not need hope when the presence of Christ is with us, we need hope when he is not there and we are waiting for him, but we d not need hope when he is with us and we are with him,.  

Hope has been fully realized, and is fulfilled. 
So when Jesus talks about a coming kingdom, he says – 

22 1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’

You have been given an invitation to eternity, to hope that will change your life today, make sure you are ready to come. 

THE REALITY OF THE COMING KINGDOM IS TO STIMULATE CREATIVITY RATHER THAN MAINTENANCE. 

Sometimes in life, all we are doing is just enough to get by, the coming kingdom calls for more. 

One of Jesus timeless parables about the coming kingdom. 

Matthew 25

14 “Again, it – the kingdom - will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

We often call this the parable of the talents. 

The master is going away, and so he gives each of his servants a gift of talents, 5, 2, 1. And asks them to invest wisely, put them to work. 

When he returns, the man with 5 gained 5 more.  Well done!  The man with 2 gained 2 more.  Well done!  The man with 1 buried his in the ground. 

Why?  Verse 25 – I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground; here is what belongs to you. 

The owner did not lose anything, but he was pretty angry. 

I think all of us can identify with the man was says, I was afraid, we are afraid of failure, what if it doesn’t work, what if people laugh at us, so in our fear we do what is safe, which is usually doing more of the same. 

The worst thing we can do is to take the good gifts that God has given to us and bury then in the ground.  This is maintenance. 

Most of the things we call radical are not radical at all, they are often the same old things with a new name. 
But if we truly lived in the light of the coming kingdom, then we can dare to be creative, kingdom hope does not feel the need to preserve things buried in the ground, kingdom hope can take risks. 

The people who believe in the kingdom now and the kingdom to come can be the bold adventurers in every aspect of life, because we do not believe in the need to preserve the status quo. 

It is no accident that those who changed the face of our world, and who brought about radical change in our society, were often the people who believed in the kingdom. 

The news media often overlooks that fact that the new adventurers who opened up the new world, who advanced the cause of education, hospitals, led civil rights movements, gave their lives to abolish slavery, changed child labour laws in Great Britain, many many were Christians,who believed in the work of the kingdom, rather than bury their talent in the ground, invested it often at great risk for the same of the kingdom, 

If we believed, really believed about the future reality of the kingdom, in what ways are we playing it safe and burying the gifts of the God in the ground?  How would our firm hold on the returning king change the mission and ministry of VCBC here in Vancouver?  

What risks would we be willing to take for the sake of the kingdom? 

The worst thing Jesus says we can do is to bury the treasure he gives us, the message of the kingdom, in the ground.
THE REALITY OF THE COMING KINGDOM IS TO STIMULATE SERVICE RATHER THAN SELFISHNESS. 

Matthew 25 – 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

It is when the king comes and he evaluates life.

Understand, Jesus is not saying, that acts of service makes us Christians, but he is saying that if we truly confess to love him and seek his kingdom, radically follow him, then we will be motivated to move from selfishness to service. 

This is because service to Christ and love for Christ cannot be separated from service, it is the embodiment, and the visible manifestation of what is invisible and hidden in our hearts. 

The most powerful force in shaping our lives is what we believe about the future, and those who believe in a reigning and returning king hold in their hands the most powerful truth imaginable, the coming kingdom is to inspire our minds, challenge our lives, and excite us about what all of life can be like. 

We are engaging with the most powerful truth on earth when we embrace the kingdom of God, we are joining the most powerful force you can think of when we cry out, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth right now as it is done in heaven. 

Lets finish this series, stand before the truth of the most powerful picture we can read in scripture. 
Revelation 5

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits[a] of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying:

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign[b] on the earth.”

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said:

“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ , and he will reign for ever and ever.”
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