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Cities Series| Romans 12:1-2
(pew Bible pg. 1047) 

When in Rome ... THINK!
Desire for change is rooted deep in the human heart and the only person we can change is ourselves! 

The NT has a great word for this – METAMORPHOSIS. We find it in 
2 Corinthians 3:18, 
___________________________________
Galatians 4:19, 

___________________________________
Romans 8:29, 

___________________________________
Romans 12:2.  

___________________________________
When this metamorphosis takes place in us, it is more than doing the right things, the deeper truth is that we are becoming a different kind of person on the inside. 
What is one area in your life in which you would like to see real change? 
Was there ever a time like ours?  Yes, and it was in Rome some 2,000 years ago!  So against a background of military supremacy, sexual excess, political authority, Paul writes to a church in this great city.   His one key word to them is – THINK!

This is called the development of a Christian mind. 
Romans 12:2. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

The Christian Mind is a mind trained, informed, equipped to handle data of a secular controversy within a framework of reference which is constructed of Christian presuppositions.  The Christian mind is the prerequisite of Christian thinking – and Christian thinking is the prerequisite of Christian action. (Blamires: The Christian Mind) 

1. WHEN I START TO THINK CHRISTIANLY – I START TO LIVE SACRAMENTALLY. 
2. WHEN I START TO THINK CHRISTIANLY – I START TO LIVE SUPERNATURALLY. 
3. WHEN I START TO THINK CHRISTIANLY – I START TO LIVE PURPOSEFULLY – WHICH LEADS TO HOPE. 

4. WHEN I START TO THINK CHRISTIANLY – I START TO LIVE WITH GRATITUDE. 

Invite you to do the hardest thing you will do this morning, stand and be quiet in heart and mind, and think, ‘how does God want to change my life, how do I need to change what I think about and how I think?’
REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· Have you ever thought about the importance of your mind as a Christian?  Why is it important?

· Go back over those 4 aspects Pastor Tom described: 

- sacramentally

- supernaturally

- purposefully

- with gratitude

· How would they change how you live this week? 

· What is the one area in which you would like to see change in your life?  How might that happen? 







