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Cities Series| Philippians 2:1-11
(pew Bible pg.1085) 

     An Embassy of Heaven on Earth

On our way to Philippi we want to make a quick stop in London to visit an important building in Grosvenor Square. 

Then we are on to Philippi which is a city with Roman status in the middle of Greek Macedonia.  We see this in Acts 16:21.  Our main idea today comes from a key word in Philippians 3:20.  “Our citizenship is in heaven....”  Our closest idea is in our word “embassy”. In a foreign embassy, the language, the lifestyle, the habits and the customs of the homeland are carried out.  So the church is intended to be an embassy of heaven on earth. 

ESCHATOLOGY means _________________________________

1. What does it mean to be an embassy which practices humility in a culture of selfishness? 

See Philippians 2:1-4.  Four “if” clauses assume the answer is YES. 

Then this leads to...  
‘Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.’
Our supreme example is found in Jesus.  See 2:5-8. 
2. What does it mean to be an embassy of light to a culture in darkness?

Revelation 21 says that we do not need light in heaven!   But the church is called to be light and stars for the world.  Phil 2:14-16. 

3. What does it mean to be an embassy of peace in a culture that is stressed out? 
Notice how Jesus gives us peace.  See John 14:27, 16:33, Philippians 4:6-7. 

Can you imagine the church as a community of peace-makers and peace-givers in our city? 
4. What does it mean to be an embassy of JOY in a city looking for happiness? 
Joy comes as a gift from God when we connect the events of daily life to his higher purposes. 

See James 1:2-4.  Also Hebrews 12:1.

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· Have you ever thought of the church as an embassy of heaven on earth?  How does that change your thinking about the church? 

· In what ways does it teach us that the church should do business differently?  

· Read Philippians 4:1-4 carefully.  How does this passage challenge you when you want to get your own way?

· What kinds of things in daily life stress you out?   Why is that?  How can you take hold of the peace of God in your life this week? 

· How can God’s stand guard over your heart and mind? 

· What is the difference between JOY and happiness? What are some of the ways in which people are trying to find happiness today? 







