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Pastor Tom Cowan 
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Cities Series
Colossians 1:15-20, 2:9-15. 

 (pew Bible pp. 1088-1089)

The Church that Needs to 

Get Back to the Basics
Let’s get on the VCBC church bus and visit a city called Colosse.  We might wonder, what does it have to say to where and when we live, but we will see some remarkable similarities. 

We have to note two similar phrases right at the start: 

In Christ:______________________________

In Colosse:____________________________

As is always the case, to understand a book, we have to understand its context.  We find what is usually called “The Colossian Heresy”.  We have to construct this from a number of internal references. 

1. An interest in astrology.

2. Belief in demonic power.

3. Teaching that was either ascetic or legalistic.

4. Observance of special days

5. Teaching on licence – you can do whatever you want.

6. Worship of angels. 

The root of all this is lies in a heresy called GNOSTOCISM.  It was essentially dualistic – the spiritual world was good; the material world was evil.  There as an impassable gulf between the spiritual and the material. This created problems for creation and also for ethics. 

Paul’s answer to this Gnosticism is two tremendous truths. 

1. Colossians 1:15-20.  No Gnostic could ever have written such a passage! 

2. Colossians 2:9-15.  The work of the cross. 

This declares the centrality of Jesus – in creation and in the cross. Everything else is a shadow. (Col 2:17).  So the warning is not to let anything take us captive from that essential truth (2:8). 

He reminds us that the essence of our message and teaching must always be centred on Christ.  

1:28  We proclaim him [Christ] , admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.
Then Paul adds: 
1:29  To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION:
· What does it mean for you to be in Christ and also in Vancouver?   Why are these two relationships vital to us as Christians? 

· In this study, we have noted a heresy which led the Colossians Christians away from the centrality of Jesus and his work on the cross.  What are some of the different emphases and teaching today that can easily lead the church away from its essential message? 

· When this happens, what is often the result? 

· How do we get back to the basics? 

· Read Colossians 1:15-20 slowly and thoughtfully.  Look it up in different translations, such as The Message.  What does it say to you? 

· Do the same with Colossians 2:9-15.  Think about Christ on the cross and what he accomplished.  







